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Member Exhibition, Juror’s Picks and response: 


When | stepped into the galleries and took a sweeping glance, | instantly realized that my time 
with your works would exceed my initial expectations of two hours. The impressive caliber, 
variety, and quantity of artworks left me in awe. Honestly, | would have loved to showcase each 
and every one of your brilliant creations to the public. It was an almost impossible task, one that 
consumed hours of contemplation, as | strove to curate a collection that would best represent 
the breadth and immense talent of your members. Many of the works that didn't make it into 
this exhibition left me breathless . All of you are dedicated artists, displaying both seriousness 
and occasional humor (I yam what | yam), with unique visions and well-developed artistic 
languages. | am truly grateful for the opportunity to have immersed myself in the beauty of your 
creations. 


- Maggie Nowinski 


1 Place Representational: Diane Holtzworth — Dance of the River and Sky/pastel 


The blend of realism and abstraction in this pastel drawing is absolutely breathtaking. The artist 
skillfully captures the essence of light through deliberate, layered brushstrokes, resulting in a 
remarkably fresh and authentic interpretation. This drawing represents a highly refined and 
substantial creation, yet it maintains a sense of effortlessness. The artist's thoughtful approach 
creates a contemplative atmosphere, evoking a familiar moment for viewers who have 
experienced the mesmerizing dance of reflections on water's surface during the enchanting 
hours of dawn or twilight. 


1+ Place Non-Represenational: Marc Rifkin - The Shape of Things to Come/acrylic on canvas 


This painting exudes a delightful and playful visual musicality that brought me a sense of joy 
whenever | caught a glimpse of it while immersed in the incredible work | was tasked with 
jurying. The artist skillfully establishes captivating visual rhythms through a diverse range of 
marks, confidently layering moments of color, brushstrokes, scratches, and shapes. The dashes, 
lines, and circles imbue the artwork with a sense of movement and space, inviting various 
associations while eluding a singular interpretation. It is the type of abstract piece that ignites a 
desire in viewers to join in the playfulness and become an active participant in its creation. 


Second Place: Screen Time — Dina Belyayeva/acrylic 


The composition of this portrait, with its intimacy and simplicity, carries a poignant sense of 
innocence that transcends time. It evokes a familiar visual trope reminiscent of Baroque 
candlelit faces, where darkness provides a stage for dramatic chiaroscuro, only in this case, the 
glow of a cellphone screen replaces the flame. The small size and square format of the artwork 
allude to social media platforms, connecting this portrait of a child, captured moments before 
dreaming, to a specific context. The safety of the moment is disrupted by the very real 
contemporary dilemmas and potential dangers posed by social media, highlighting how the vast 
and public world can intrude upon our most intimate spaces and stages of development 
through the screen. 


Third Place: Facing the Day -watercolor — Earl Grenville Kileen 
This artwork combines humor, intentional formal design play, and a vibrant, nearly exaggerated 


depiction of realistic light, resulting in an oddly interactive and strangely immersive experience. 
As viewers, we are encouraged to mentally inhabit the character depicted, who, in turn, 
assumes a finite number of roles in their daily life. The artwork exudes a Modernist sensibility, 
both in its design and subject matter, which immediately catches the eye but continues to 
reveal deeper layers of meaning upon closer examination. 


Merit Recognition: 


Contemplating by Joann Ballinger — the mood, the scale, the isolation — the humanity — 
beautifully captured portrait. 


Daisy’s Out by Mary Lang Killilea — this is a stunning piece, brilliantly executed — Daisy is one 
gorgeous, even divine, bovine! 


Tulips by Charles F. Barbour- Extremely impressive painting techniques in these works and this 
one has a fun narrative — | appreciate the humor of the subject in combination with the high skill 
level involve in executing this kind of painting. 


